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years he and his wife lived at Mount Vernon. These
years were the happiest of Washington's life. He became
a member of the Virginian House of Burgesses,, the
State Parliament, but only near the end did he take
any prominent part in the quarrel which had sprung up
between the colonies and Britain after the war with
France. This, as explained in the last chapter, was
chiefly due to King George the Third's determination to
tax the colonists. The colonists, on their part, refused
to pay taxes imposed by a British Parliament in which
they had no representatives, and so the quarrel grew
until late in 1773 it reached a climax in an event known
as the " Boston Tea Party ".
Actually it was a trivial thing to provoke a great war.
There happened at that time to be a large surplus of
Indian tea in England, and the Government of Britain
decided that this tea should be shipped to America and
there sold, the price of each pound of tea to include a
tax of threepence which would yield a fat sum to the
British Treasury. It was not a bad plan. The buyers
were offered good value for their money, but imme-
diately it was known that the price included a tax,
trouble began. To buy the tea, however cheaply, was
to admit the right of the British Parliament to tax them,
and the colonists would not do this. At New York and
Philadelphia the tea ships were sent back to England.
At Charleston the tea was thrown into cellars and
allowed to rot, but it was at Boston, the capital of
Massachusetts, that the real trouble occurred. Three
ships arrived at that port, but the port officials refused
to listen to the popular clamour that the ships should

